
 
 
Update From the Organizing Committee 
 
It certainly has been one of the oddest growing seasons here on the prairies in 2012.  First the early and 
fast warm up, then plunging us back to winter and back again several times.  The poor iris had no more 
idea of what was going on than we did!  But through it all, once again it was a good iris year despite 
what Mother Nature threw at us. 
 
Gardening Saturday was a huge success at Canadian Memorial University in Winnipeg.  Thousands of 
people passed by our table that we shared with the Manitoba Regional Lily Society.  New members 
signed up, we sold out of the iris we had for sale and we talked so much that by the end of the day I was 
starting to lose my voice.  Thanks to all the volunteers who came out to help make it a success.  And 
thank you, too, to Sandy Proulx who made us a sign that people couldn't help but notice with all the 
beautiful photos.   
 
The Region 21 Spring Meeting that was to have been held in Lincoln, Nebraska the last weekend in May 
didn't happen.  The organizers had to cancel due to the vagaries of the season.  Their bloom season was 
so early, there wasn't much left to see and since seeing iris is the main activity at a regional, with regret 
it was cancelled.  Guess I will have to just wait to see the Sass Memorial Gardens again. 
 
Kate Brewitt has provided us with a great article on the AIS National Convention, Cali-zona Gold on 
page 7.  Ron Cosner has an RVP update from Region 21 on page 16, and information on the Rhizome 
Sale is on page 2.  Please note that this year's event is earlier than past years at the request of our 
supplier.  That means getting our new acquisitions into the ground earlier, too.  Win-win situation!   
 
The 5th annual show on June 10th at Bourkevale Community Centre went off without a hitch (well, 
maybe a couple small ones) and though the number of entries was down, it wasn't by a significant 
number and the two and a half tables of tall bearded entries certainly made up for it.  And the visitors, all 
the volunteers were kept busy all afternoon talking to people, selling at the sale table and just trying to 
keep up.  Thanks to the volunteers again, without whom we could not put on an event at this scale.  
Please see page 3 for the results and some pictures of the day.  And don't forget our show sponsors, 
Chuck Chapman Iris and OnRussell Gardens.  It is through their support that we are able to provide their 
awards at the show.   
 
You can reach us at with any comments, concerns, and ideas at:  
 
B. J. Jackson, jacksonb@mts.net;  Jennifer Bishop, Jennifer@dataways.com;  
Deborah Petrie, petrie@mts.net; (or)  Eleanor Hutchison, eleanore@mts.net 

For Iris Lovers in the Cold Zones 
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2012 Rhizome Sale 
 
This year's sale will be predominantly a beardless sale.  A few years ago we offered a few 
Siberians and the response was phenomenal.  Since then members have been asking us to 
do this type of sale, so 2012 is the right time!  It will begin earlier than usual, too, with 
the list being posted to members and the Open Forum list the weekend of July 20th and it 
will run until Friday, July 27th.   
 
Our main supplier this year is Ted Baker from Salt Spring Island in British Columbia.  
For those of you who may not know of him, Ted has an amazing collection of Siberian 
iris at all price points and he has put together a great list of varieties of newer and older 
vintage in a color range that will both amaze and astound and at prices so that there will 
be something for everyone!  Several members of CWIS visited his gardens last year 
during the 2011 Convention.  It was certainly well worth it. 
 
A photo file and links to photos will be provided when the sale goes live. 
 
We don't anticipate much difference in the process since what we have been doing has 
been working so well, but you may wish to check past guidelines to refresh your 
memories in advance since it is always such a flurry of activity during that week. Once 
again, the shipping rates MAY need to be increased but that has yet to be determined.  
 
You can view past guidelines at  http://www.canwestirissociety.info/ 
 
Please note that you may have to clear your browser's cache to see the updated site. 
 
In addition to the amazing Siberians, there will also be donations from CWIS members 
and friends of bearded iris.  New and historic, in all classes, they will be there for 
members to purchase at very reasonable prices.  The list is impressive and growing! 
 
We look forward once again to your support as we endeavour to provide our members 
with quality, true to name iris from a variety of hybridizers and at reasonable cost.  Some 
you will not be able to find anywhere in Canada and never at these prices.  And because 
they come from Canada, there is no additional fees to convert US dollars, no 
phytosanitary certificate and no border hassles!  A Canadian supplier for Canadian iris 
growers.  It doesn't get much better than that! 
 
So stay tuned and watch your inboxes!  It's going to be a great ride!  And prepare to be 
amazed!!! 
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CWIS 5th Annual Show 
(By B. J. Jackson, Show Chair, All photos courtesy of Brenda Newton) 

 
It was a special day for CWIS.  Our 5th annual iris show Sunday, June 10th at Bourkevale Community 
Centre.  5 years since we gathered our courage and resources and decided to do it.  And 5 years later we 
discovered what we have known since Day 1,  that CWIS Rocks!!!  It was an amazing day.  Despite the 
slightly lower number of entries.  Despite the unusual season thrust upon us.  We had 101 stems from 14 
exhibitors which comprised all bearded classes except MDB and BB as well as several beardless, 
species and Siberians.  Not including the unknowns, there were 64 different varieties presented in the 
regular classes.  The table and a half of Tall Beardeds was a visual delight as was the full table 
comprising the Historic Class.  A significant number of MTBs and on and on and on. 
 

 
 
 
 
And the people!  Oh, yes, the people.  The show visitors came in droves from the minute the doors were 
opened to the public until it closed for the day.  They came armed with questions, with notebooks for 
taking notes and they came with enthusiasm!  Although we have no way to know exactly how many 
visitors came out, there sure were a lot of them!  Once they had browsed the show winners on the Court 
of Honor and made their way through the exhibition area, they found the sale table ably presided over by 
Wilma and Gerry Maurice.  To say they busy would certainly be an understatement. 

A show visitor gets up close to one of the Tall Bearded Iris exhibits.  
 Most years we have half a dozen entries in this class but this year, there were a table and a half of them! 
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The sale table, where the real action  was.  Wilma and Gerry Maurice enjoy a rare quiet moment at left.  
 At right, the hordes descend and Wilma is in her element! 

CWIS member volunteers mingle with the public talking about the iris.  In this picture we see Len Giesbrecht 
(front left), Ed Czarnecki (back center) and Sandy Eggertson (back right) spreading the word 
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And then there were the awards.  The People's Choice Award was hotly contested this year with just one 
vote between the top two contenders.  After checking the numbers several times to make sure no error 
was made, the winner was announced to be TB Stepping Out exhibited by a first time exhibitor, 
Hildegard Karchevsky.  Her iris also took home the CWIS Section Certificate in the Tall Bearded class..  
B. J. Jackson had the Best in Show winner with MTB Ace.  This is the second year in a row that this iris 
has won the award as Queen of Show.  Last year it was exhibited by David Hutchison. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: Hildegard Karchevsky and winning stem of TB Stepping Out.  
Above: El Hutchison presents B. J. Jackson with the Best in Show 
award for MTB Ace.  Below:  Court of Honor Table.  So many TBs!



 6

And finally, here is a listing of all the awards from the day.  Congratulations once again to all the 
winners and to all those who exhibited,  and the volunteers, too.  I've said it before and I'll say it again, 
there would not be a show without all of you and all you do! 
 
CWIS Awards:  Section Certificates 
Section A Miniature Dwarf and Section B Standard Dwarf Bearded - Not Awarded 
Section C Intermediate Bearded - Brenda Newton for Raspberry Blush 
Section D Miniature Tall Bearded - B. J. Jackson for Ace 
Section E Border Bearded -Not awarded 
Section F Tall Bearded - Hildegard Karchevsky for Stepping Out 
Section G Other (bearded and non-bearded species, Siberian and Spuria) - Ted Sobkowich for I. 
Rudskyi 
Section H Collections and Section I Seedlings - Not Awarded 
Section J Historic Iris - B. J. Jackson for TB Ranger 
Section K Unknown - Wilma Maurice 
Best Historic Iris in Show - (OnRussell Gardens Cup) - B. J. Jackson for Ranger (Kleinsorge, 1943) 
Best Canadian Hybridized Stem in Show (sponsored by Chuck Chapman Iris) - Sandy Eggertson for 
 Garden Bride (Chapman, 1998)) 
People's Choice (voted by show visitors) - Hildegard Karchevsky for Stepping Out 
 
American Iris Society Awards 
AIS Silver Medal and Certificate for most first place ribbons - B. J. Jackson 
AIS Bronze Medal and Certificate for second most first place ribbons - Sandy Eggertson 
AIS Best Stem in Show (Queen of Show) - B. J. Jackson for MTB Ace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Show visitors take a close look at the exhibits. 
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Cali-Zona Gold 
The 2012 AIS National Convention 

Ontario, California 
By Kate Brewitt (all pictures by author) 

 
It’s true that an AIS National Convention is all about the irises. Dutifully we spend the first few days in 
business meetings and lectures but really we’re all itching to get into the gardens. This year was no 
exception. The weather was sunny and warm and bloom was rumoured to be near peak. We couldn’t 
have asked for anything better! 
 
Our first garden was The Huntington Botanical Gardens. The iris gardens here were planted specifically 
for the convention. As we approached the first bed I went into my usual panic...so many beautiful 
irises...where do I start? It took a while but soon I got into the swing of things and realized that like life, 
iris evaluation is taken one step at a time...or in this case, one iris! 
 
The first iris to catch my eye was George Sutton’s TB ‘Doctor Who’. Having admired it in their 
catalogue it was great to see it in the garden. The ‘real thing’ outshines the catalogue picture. 
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‘Courtney Rucker”, a 2010 IB from Mike Lockatell, is a soft lavender plicata with a soft blue beard and 
pink style arms. Very attractive! 

 
Another IB that had photographers vying for position was Dave Niswonger’s 2010 introduction, 
‘Mandarin Delight’. This soft apricot pink median iris has bushy bright orange beards that are tipped 
light blue. 
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Here is also where we first saw the TB ‘Easy Being Green’ (Richards ’09). Its name is very indicative of 
its attractive yellow-green colouring. This iris would go on to win the President’s Cup (Favourite In 
Region Iris Cultivar). 

 
Winner of the Franklin Cook Cup (Favourite Outside Region Iris Cultivar) was Fred Kerr’s 2010 TB 
introduction ‘Greatest Show on Earth’. The velvety purple-black falls were a great contrast to the melon-
orange standards. 

 
 

Thankfully we had the whole day at The Huntington because after browsing the guest iris beds we were 
left to pursue the rest of the 120 acres which contained 14 themed gardens; everything from an English 
Rose Garden to an Australian Garden. We also found time to visit the Huntington Art Gallery and the 
Huntington Library. However, I digress! This article is about irises! 
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The next day we took in Stanton Iris Gardens in Valley Center, CA. There were nearly 1,000 guest irises 
here so there certainly was no shortage of irises to photograph and/or evaluate...so many irises, so little 
time! 
 
In full bloom was ‘Calizona Gold’, a Margie Valenzuela 2012 introduction named in honour of the 
convention. It is a beautiful golden iris with falls that display fine red lines and speckles. This iris was 
first runner up for the President’s Cup. 
 

 
 

It was here that I managed to capture pictures of the three runners up and the recipient of The Ben R. 
Hager Cup (favourite median iris cultivar). The fourth runner up was Tom Johnson’s delicate MTB ‘Tic 
Tac Toe’. The soft shades of pink and purple on the standards and falls are nicely contrasted by bright 
orange beards. 
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Always an IB favourite of mine, ‘Rimaround’, from Terry Aitken, was second runner up. 
 

 
 

The first runner up was Marky Smith’s aptly named sunny golden yellow IB ‘Soleil’ (2011). 

 
 

And the recipient of The Ben R. Hager Cup was none other than Paul Black’s IB ‘Man’s Best Friend. 
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One of the many Border Bearded irises at the convention from Anna and David Cadd was ‘Wine 
Escapade’ (2005). Its deep rich burgundy colouring certainly summoned up the images of a glass of red 
wine! 

 
 

Then there were the irises that drew attention because of their beard interest. J. Griffin Crump’s 
‘Blackbeard’s Daughter’ has beards that are cobalt blue overlaid with dark bronze. Contrasting against a 
surrounding chartreuse area, it makes for a powerful effect that stood out in every garden.  While Tom 
Burseen’s ‘Tobacco Chew’ has delightfully bushy bronze beards with purple tips that flip upward. This 
too was recognizable from across the garden! 
 
The third day we visited two gardens. The first was the E Herb and Sara Holk Memorial Garden in 
Jurupa, CA. This garden had the best display of Spuria and Louisiana irises. It is here that I captured one 
of Brad’s Kasparek first spuria seedlings in bloom plus one of Jim Hedgecock’s recent spuria 
introductions, ‘Mythical Nights’ (2009). 
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‘Scrivener’, a stunning 2011 introduction from Marky Smith, clearly demonstrated why she won the 
2012 Bennett C. Jones Award for Outstanding Median Hybridizer. Definitely ‘pretty in pink’! 

 



 14

Our final garden was Mystic Lake. Again, nearly 1,000 guest irises and a dozen guest Louisianas. In this 
garden Anna and David Cadd’s BB ‘Laced Handkerchief’ was wonderfully frilly, 
 

 
Tuscan Summer’ from Keith Keppel showed superbly rich colours, 

 

 
 

and the beard on ‘Pacific Fire’ from Thomas Johnson was ‘on fire’. 
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And then with the 35⁰C temperatures I faded. I couldn’t take another minute in the sun. Sadly, I sent 
Terry off to evaluate the rest of the irises while I sat in the cool shade of a spreading tree, drinking 
lemonade and talking with other heat-exhausted iris lovers. But the view we had to enjoy was glorious 
so I felt it was a fair trade-off. It was nothing short of Paradise! 

 
 

As you can imagine, I could have written a short novel on this year’s convention...so many irises, so 
little space! I’ve shared with you only a ‘drop in the bucket’ of what we enjoyed. Hopefully you will 
take the opportunity to attend an AIS National Convention in the future. Next year’s convention is in 
Addison Texas, near Dallas - April 15 – 20. Eight gardens are on the tour. This convention will be 
followed by The Society for Louisiana irises National Convention; April 21 – 23. Mark your calendar 
and hope to see you there! 

------------------------ 
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Region 21 RVP Report 
(By: Ron Cosner, Iowa) 

 
Spring has sprung and we are into the dog days of summer. In this part of Region 21 we seem to be 
getting rain more frequently than last year at this time. Frequency being almost normal but amounts are 
small. In the far western edges they are still dry. Last year you may remember we had all that rain early, 
causing flooding, but afterwards virtually nothing. With the early higher than normal temperatures this 
year it caused the cancellation of many iris events, our spring regional being one of them. But even with 
the near normal frequency of rain we dry out quickly . With dry hot winds ushering in the rain and 
chasing it back out again the moisture is being drawn right out of the ground. Many of us are battling 
scorch this year. It seems more widespread and affecting more plants this year than normal. Our only 
hope is next year after 2 challenging years we will have a more normal winter and spring. Mother 
Nature is indeed trying to teach us some lessons. But all was not doom and gloom, it was a good year for 
Medians, especially at the shows that were held. Several medians were Queen of Show. 
 
We have also experienced membership changes this year. We lost Chuck Claussen and Tova 
Johnson. Many other members are facing challenging times due to illness. A few are choosing to 
downsize and or relocate. We need people to step forward and step up to keep our Region running 
strong. Please volunteer in any way you feel comfortable with. 
 
We will have our fall regional meeting Aug 10th through to the 12th. There are many items on the 
agenda since we did not have a spring regional. They are but not limited to; reports from the committee 
looking into our bylaws and are they relevant, web site versus blog - are we ready for next step, 
acquiring hosts for future regional events, B. J. Jackson taking over bulletin - where are we with that, 
super-regional or holding an event with other regions to educate and train new judges or those interested 
in learning. 
 
There will be judge's training at the fall regional at which we will need to elect a new board of directors.  
Region 21 has been asked to think about hosting a national and a committee has been formed to start the 
process, and of course, the Auction. The Auction is the only way the Region has to make money. 
This year we will have rhizomes from Comanche Acres, Hugh Stout's Dancing Tree, and Kelly 
Norris/Rainbow Gardens. I would hope we can feature more of our 'in region' hybridizers.  
 
I would also ask that you support our webpage/blog with postings and comments and also make use of 
our region library. Lastly I will begin serving all of you in another capacity. I was nominated and elected 
to the AIS board of directors.  I will start my term in November. And I will continue as RVP for one 
more year which is the end of my term. Next year we will be electing a new RVP among other positions 
at the fall meeting in 2013.  
 
Thank you and happy gardening.  
 
 


